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Event overview:  
 

New Private Markets Investor Summit is the leading conference on thematic investing in private markets. From investing in energy 
resilience, reshoring, future of supply chains, circular economy, climate adaptation, and AI, this is the event to make sense of a changing world 
as an investor.  

We bring together 350+ top-tier fund managers and allocators for two days of networking, thought leadership on the most compelling 
opportunities to future-proof your portfolio, as well as how to navigate uncertainty in policy, liquidity challenges and tech disruption. 

 
Programme  
Day one  
Tuesday 4th November 2025 
 

8.00 Networking breakfast and registration   

8.45 Chair’s opening remarks  
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9.00 Plenary #1: Allocator perspectives - thematic investing in a complex world 

• What’s most important to allocators right now?  
• What opportunities is private capital particularly well poised to capture?  
• When looking at the investment landscape as an LP, what is the good, the bad and the ugly?   
• Are LPs building portfolios for the right future? 

 
Moderated by Etiene Ekpo-Utip, Managing Director and Head of Climate & Impact, Rede Partners 
 
John Goldstein, Global Head of Sustainability & Impact Solutions, Asset & Wealth Management, Goldman Sachs 
Andrew Siwo, Director of Sustainable Investments and Climate Solutions, New York State Common Retirement Fund 
Sophia Tsai, Managing Director, Investments, Trinity Church Wall Street 
Kat Taylor, President of TomKat Foundation; Board Co-Chair & Co-Founder of Beneficial State Bank; Co-Founder of TomKat Ranch 
Educational Foundation 

9.45   Plenary #2: How to address private markets’ liquidity problem 

• For how much longer will private markets’ liquidity situation remain tight, is there thaw in sight? 
• What’s next in private market liquidity management? 
• Are continuation vehicles a bridge or a band-aid?  
• What other structures are helping investors with their need for liquidity in the current market environment? 

 
Moderated by Jennifer Kenning, CEO & Co-Founder, Align Impact 
 
Tom Jorgensen, Managing Director & Co-Head of Impact Secondaries, North Sky Capital 
Mark Berryman, Partner, Capricorn Investment Group 
Valerie Red-Horse Mohl, Deputy Chief Investment Officer, Responsible Investing, Office of the New York City Comptroller 

10.30  Break  

11.00 Plenary #3: Reshoring, post-globalisation and domestic supply chains  
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• Where are investors finding opportunity in reshoring and which sectors are set to benefit most? 
• How are geopolitical and trade shifts creating opportunity in domestic supply chains? 
• How are the trends of deindustrialisation and digitisation, going to play out in the coming decade? 
• How is the domestic U.S. supply chain for clean energy tech developing?  

Moderated by Lauren Sercu, Co-Founder & Managing Partner, Sorenson Impact Advisory 

Tracy Gray, Founder and Managing Partner, The 22 Fund 
Micah Kotch, Partner, Blackhorn Ventures  
Tazia Smith, Managing Partner & CEO, Closed Loop Capital Management 

11.40  Plenary #4: Future of US energy - Investing in energy security and resilience 

• How should investors think about “clean electrons” vs “clean molecules”? 
• Can climate-conscious investors back AI and still meet decarbonisation goals? 
• Where are the investable opportunities in battery storage, grid optimization, power transmission, storage, and reliability? 
• How are corporates solving their own energy security, and can investors follow? 

Moderated by Zach Koser, Head of U.S. Advisory, Holtara 

Cynthia Kueppers, Partner, Planetary Health Investments, Novo Holdings 
Rahul Advani, CEO and Managing Partner, SER Capital Partners 
Gayle Miller, Senior Advisor, Brookfield 
Kristian Hanelt, Partner, Ultra Capital 

12.20  Plenary #5: Investing in a safe and just AI transition  

• How can the vast productivity gains from AI be democratized?  
• How can investors direct funding to help manage societal and economic disruption brought on by AI?  
• What are the risks of inaction on safety considerations in AI?  
• How can funds ensure ethical alignment of AI investments? 
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Moderated by Toby Mitchenall, Editor, New Private Markets 
 
Roraj Pradhananga, Co-Chief Investment Officer, Veris Wealth Partners  
Jessica Matthews, Global Head of Sustainable Investing, J.P. Morgan Private Bank 
Fabio Ranghino, Partner and Head of Sustainability & Strategy, Ambienta 

 
1.00  Lunch  

After lunch the conference splits into three streams, the streamed sessions are designed for you to hear from best-in-theme managers and get 
detailed insights on the innovations, trends and investment opportunities on the horizon. 

 

 
Stream A  
  

 
Stream B  
  

 
Stream C  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.00-2.45 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future energy: Grids, batteries, efficiency and 
beyond 

• What are the PE opportunities in the future 
energy thematic?  

• What are the opportunities in grid 
modernisation?  

• How are critical mineral dependencies shaping 
investment risk and return? 

• To what extent are distributed and decentralised 
energy solutions in the US going to take off?  

• Is nuclear (fusion, fission, SMRs) finally entering 
the investable conversation? 

The new frontiers of health investing  

• What role do investors (vs policymakers) have to 
play in the betterment of health systems?  

• What are the emerging themes in women’s 
health? 

• How has AI impacted the landscape of 
investments across the health spectrum e.g. in 
drug discovery, assisting doctors’ decision-
making, hospital management etc?  

• What are the opportunities in biotech, wellness, 
and ‘health span’ investing? 

Nature strategies: what’s investable?  

• What are the fundamentals driving viability 
of natural capital as investments? 

• Is it possible invest meaningfully in nature 
via growth strategies?  

• How are managers active in the market 
deploying their capital? 

• Is the term ‘natural capital’ being abused? 
• How credible are nature-based and tech-

based offset solutions? 
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Moderated by Michael Bowen, Reporter, New 
Private Markets  
 
Mike Fang, Senior Portfolio Manager, Maryland 
State Retirement and Pension System 
 
Joseph Sumberg, Head of Galvanize Real Estate, 
Galvanize Climate Solutions 
 
Katerina Gradovich, Director, Manager Selection 
Specialist Director, Bank of America  
 
Bill Green, Managing Partner, Climate Adaptive 
Infrastructure 
  

Moderated by Eunice Chapon, Director, Impact, 
BrightEdge - American Cancer Society 

Michael Chang, Managing Director, Global Health 
Investment Corporation (GHIC) 

Elizabeth Bailey, Managing Partner, Foreground 
Capital 

Perry Clarkson, Partner, SJF Ventures 

 
 

Moderated by Daniel Firger, Founder and 
Managing Partner, Great Circle Capital 
Advisors 

Kim Foley, Associate Director of Investor 
Relations, New Forests 
 
Pooja Yadav, Principal, Azarine 

Catherine Carmen, Director of Investor 
Relations, Ecosystem Investment Partners 

Kat Taylor, President of TomKat Foundation; 
Board Co-Chair & Co-Founder of Beneficial 
State Bank; Co-Founder of TomKat Ranch 
Educational Foundation 

 
 

2.45-2.50  Changeover break  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Workforce and skills: investing in labour in the AI 
age 
 
• What is the future of human labour?  
• Where are the most significant labour gaps?  
• How are funds active in the workforce 

development and education market faring?  

 

Investing in inequality solutions: overview of the 
best and brightest opportunities  

• Can investments target the root causes of social 
issues, instead of the symptoms? 

• What are the most transformative models or case 
studies of effective social impact around the 
North America?  

• Is there a lack of replicability?  

 

On the up: The next phase of circularity 
investing 

• How is circularity, as a trend, evolving? 
• What technologies and innovations are 

driving progress in materials recycling and 
reuse? 

• What are the regulatory trends in 
sustainable consumption and waste? 
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2.50-3.35  

 

 

 
 

• Where is the alpha and return opportunity for 
investors active in the education and future-of-
work space?  

Moderated by Jyoti Aggarwala, Principal, Private 
Capital Raise 

Daryn Dodson, Managing Director, Illumen Capital 

Sabari Raja, Managing Partner, JFFVentures 

Rilwan Meeran, Head of Alternative Investments, 
American Student Assistance 

 
 

• To what extent are social investment 
opportunities emerging as a result of welfare 
institutions retreating?  

Moderated by Josh Tanenbaum, Founder & Managing 
Partner, Rebalance Capital  
 
Kelly Gauthier, President, Rally Assets 
 
Roraj Pradhananga, Co-Chief Investment Officer, 
Veris Wealth Partners 
 
Randall Strickland, Director, Client Portfolio Manager, 
Westfuller Advisors 
 
Smitha Das, Senior Director, Investments, World 
Education Services (WES) 
 
 
  

• Is corporate interest and investment in 
circularity likely to grow? 

• How do private investors access waste 
reuse, recycling tech, and circular business 
models? 

Moderated by Alexander Bardack, Head of 
Investment Partnerships, Norrsken  

Angelica Nikolausson, 
Managing Director, Impact Investments, Global 
Endowment Management 

Fabio Ranghino, Partner and Head of 
Sustainability & Strategy, Ambienta 

Greta Bertozzini, Associate, Regeneration.VC 

Rekha Unnithan, Head of Private Equity Impact 
Investing, Nuveen 
 

 3.35-4.00  Networking break  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AI in EM: AI-enabled investments in emerging 
markets  
  
• How is AI-enabled innovation changing the 

investment opportunity set in EM?  
• Is EM a more attractive than DM – and why?  

 
Growing and democratising ownership  

• To what extent is ownership a scalable means to 
addressing inequality?  

• Is employee ownership growing?  
• What are the case studies from some of the 

pioneer investors that have ownership within their 
theory of change?  

 

How to invest in climate adaptation  

• As climate change becomes more palpable, 
is it time for a heavy pivot to adaptation 
(away from mitigation)?  

• Is climate adaptation largely an 
infrastructure investment play?   
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4.00-4.45 
 
 
 
 
  

• What are the opportunities for impact in 
affordability and real-world outcomes to 
consumers in EM?  

• Where is AI likely to deliver the most significant 
EBITDA gains?  

 
Ruzgar Barisik, Managing Partner, Next Billion 
Capital Partners 

• Can investments focused on ownership attract 
more allocation?  

Moderated by Lauren Sercu, Co-Founder & Managing 
Partner, Sorenson Impact Advisory 

Damien Dwin, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, 
Lafayette Square 

Todd Leverette, Managing Partner, Apis & Heritage 
Capital Partners  

Chavon Sutton, Managing Director, Global Investment 
Research, Cambridge Associates 

Jennifer Pryce, President and CEO, Calvert Impact 

 
 

• What are some of the best examples of 
climate adaptation solutions around the 
world?  

• What are climate resilience investors going 
after in terms of asset selection? 

• Water scarcity: what opportunities are 
emerging in water tech, access, purification, 
and infrastructure? 

Moderated by Yovanka Bylander Arroyo, Chief 
Commercial Officer and Head of Americas, 
Holtara 

Tara Guelig, Director of Sustainability and 
Impact, The Lightsmith Group 
 
Avantika Saisekar, Managing Director of 
Sustainable Investing, Wafra 
 
Bhavika Vyas Vincent, Managing Director, 
StepStone Group 
 
Vivianne Akriche, Head of Investments, 
Ardabelle Capital  
  

 4.45-4.50 Changeover break   
 
4.50- 5.35 
 
 

 
Debt deep dive: The best of mission-aligned debt 
strategies 
 

 
Affordability as an investment theme: cost of living, 
energy, housing and health 

 
Future food systems: an investors’ guide  
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• What is the diversity of debt strategies in the 
market?  

• How are mission aligned debt strategies distinct 
from mainstream strategies?  

• What do debt strategies offer to investors 
currently, relative to equity? 

• How sizable is the opportunity in private debt for 
infra and climate?  

 
Moderated by Diane Damskey, Secretariat Emeritus 
and Advisor, Impact Principles 
 
Beata Kirr, Chief Impact Officer, The Copia Group 
 
Courtney Birnbaum, Director of Sustainability, 
Corbin Capital Partners 
   
Sandra Osborne Kartt, Deputy Chief Investment 
Officer, ImpactAssets Capital Partners 
 
Miljana Vujosevic, Partner and Head of Custom 
Strategies, Maycomb Capital  

• How are investors tackling affordability of living 
issues?  

• Which technologies and models are providing the 
most real-world impact?  

• To what extent are issues in affordability of health 
and housing likely to evolve?   

• How can solutions to affordability issues be 
financed and scaled?  

Moderated by Michael Bowen, Reporter, New Private 
Markets  
 
Raphaële Chappe, Co-Founding Partner, Director of 
Economic Research, The Predistribution Initiative 
(PDI) 

Beth Bafford, CEO, Climate United 

Sadie McKeown, President, The Community 
Preservation Corporation 

Brinda Ganguly, Executive Vice President, New York 
City Economic Development Corporation 

 

  

• How are food supply chains likely to be 
impacted by climate change?  

• What’s new in food system investing?  
• What are leading corporates doing about 

food supply chain resilience, and what 
opportunities does it present to PE funds?  

• What should genuinely excite in 
regenerative agriculture and soil health?  

• How will local food systems look in a 
‘deglobalized’ world?  

 
Moderated by Chris Janiec, Americas Editor, 
Agri Investor 

Lila Preston, Head of the Growth Equity, 
Generation Investment Management 
 
Thomas Belazis, Director, Innovative Finance, 
Rockefeller Foundation 

Abbey Schmitt, Sustainable & Impact Investing, 
GCM Grosvenor 
  

 

5.35 Evening networking reception 
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Day two  
Wednesday 5th November 2025 

 
8.00 Networking breakfast and registration 

Day two morning workshops   

The morning workshops across the morning of day two will be interactive and allow delegates to share with experience, challenges and wins.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.30-9.45  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Workshop #1: Fundraising strategy: fund labelling, 
structures and positioning  

• What alternative fund structures are more appropriate 
(e.g. evergreen models) for thematic investing? 

• What are the language options that make most sense 
in terms of fund branding (‘Mission aligned’, 
‘Transition’, ‘Impact’, ‘Inclusive Growth’, etc)? 

• What themes and specialisms are garnering most 
interest from LPs? 

• Is specialisation now table stakes? 
• What’s the right team, and track record mix, to raise in 

the current market? 

Led by Rehana Nathoo, Founder & CEO, Spectrum 
Impact 

 
Workshop #2: LP workshop: allocating in the coming decade  
 
LP-only session 
 
• How is the skill set of being an effective allocator changing?   
• What filters are investors using to screen bad investments?  
• Which sectors, themes and strategies are most appealing at present, and why?  
• How are different investors doing due diligence?  

Led by Matt Schey, Managing Director of External Affairs and Sustainable Investing, ILPA 

• Priya Parrish, Partner, Chief Investment Officer, Impact Engine 
• Jonathan Hirschtritt, Head of Sustainability & Impact Investing, GCM Grosvenor 
• Mark Hays, Managing Director, Director of Sustainable and Impact Investing, Glenmede 
• Jeff Finkelman, Managing Director, Sustainable Investing, Fiduciary Trust International 
• Smitha Das, Senior Director, Investments, World Education Services (WES) 
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Angelica Nikolausson, 
Managing Director, Impact Investments, Global 
Endowment Management 

Christina Anzel, Director, Investor Relations, Generation 
Investment Management 
 
Jesse de Klerk, Partner, Stafford Private Equity 
 
Sakib Rashid, Principal (Climate & Impact), Rede Partners 
 

9.45-10.00 Short break   

 

10:00-
11.15 

 

 

 

 
 

Workshop #3: How to build a good impact strategy  
 
• How are leading mission-aligned funds demonstrating 

and executing their impact? 
• What are the pillars to a credible impact strategy?  
• What is part of a well-thought-out theory of change?   
• Should your fund have third-party verification 

mechanisms to impact claims?  
• How are the concepts of intentionality and 

additionality, double materiality being applied 
practically? 

Led by Ellie Rodgers, Senior Manager of Impact 
Management & Research, Impact Capital Managers 

Anna Goldstein, Chief Program Officer, Prime Coalition 

Workshop #4: Being an investor in the AI age  

• How are different investors adapting to rapid AI 
disruption?  

• What capabilities is AI allowing for in the terms of 
better data and due diligence?    

• Which AI tools and resources are investors using to 
stay ahead of the curve?  

• What ethical considerations and dilemmas are arising 
for investors?  

• What value will humans provide in the investment 
process? 

Led by Daniel Firger, Founder and Managing Partner, Great 
Circle Capital Advisors 

Beth Richardson, Manager Director, Management of the 
Good 

Speed networking – round 1  

The first of two speed networking 
sessions between conference 
delegates. 

A great way to meet 6-8 new people 
with 4-minute per meeting. 

Please note, places are limited so 
look out for our communication 
regarding how to sign up in the month 
prior to the conference.  
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Kenza Himmi, Impact Investing and Partnerships – 
Investment Officer, United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Fund 

Michael Dymond, Senior Portfolio Manager, Private Equity, 
APG Global Private Equity 

Kelly Gauthier, President, Rally Assets 
 
Joohee Rand, Head of Secretariat, Operating Principles 
for Impact Management 
 
 

Lauren Densham, Partner, Head of Portfolio Services & 
Impact, Energize Capital 

 
 

 11:15-
11:30 

Short break   

 
 
11:30-
12:30  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Workshop #5: A how-to guide - creating liquidity 
solutions  

• How are funds meeting LP needs for liquidity?  
• What are the best practices to executing continuation 

funds?  
• What other creative liquidity solutions exist and how 

are they being applied?  
• What resources and which partners can assist in 

liquidity management?  

Led by Kunal Doshi, Partner, Accelerate Investment 
Group 

Nicolas Muller, Managing Director (Head of Private Equity 
Partnerships), Blue Earth Capital 

Workshop #6: First-of-a-kind projects: how to de-risk 
and realise innovation  
 
• What are the ingredients to success with first-of-a-

kind projects? 
• What’s worked (or failed) in project execution? 
• What are the right capital stacks for early infra? 
• How do you assess project risk on things like 

geothermal, SMRs, or DAC? 
• Can corporate partnerships unlock deployment at 

speed? 
 
Led by Susan McGeachie, Co-Founder & Managing 
Partner, Global Climate Finance Accelerator 
 
James Lindsay, Director, Investments, Builders Vision 

Speed networking – round 2 

In this session we’ll have speed 
networking between conference 
delegates. 

A great way to meet 6-8 new people 
with 4-minute per meeting. 

Please note, places are limited and 
look out for our communication 
regarding how to sign up in the month 
prior to the conference.  
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Karolina Iaydjieva, Portfolio Manager, Custom Impact 
Portfolios, Rally Assets 
 
Tom Jorgensen, Managing Director & Co-Head of Impact 
Secondaries, North Sky Capital 
 

 
 

 
Alex Raksin, Partner, Summa Equity 
 
Cynthia Kueppers, Partner, Planetary Health Investments, 
Novo Holdings 

 
 

 

12.30 Lunch  

1:30 Elevator pitches: The best up-and-coming managers  

In this session you’ll be hearing from some of the most innovative and exciting emerging managers in North America.  We’ll hear a set of 5-minute 
pitches from three of the most exciting managers we’ve found in the market, followed by an open Q+A with the speakers facilitated by the chair. We 
are committed to providing a platform for new managers that are doing exceptional work.  

• Elizabeth Bailey, Managing Partner, Foreground Capital 
• Laura Fox, Co-Founder and Managing Partner, Streetlife Ventures 
• Rob Ryan, Founder, CEO and Head of Impact, Aristata 
• Dave Moyes, Venture Partner, Carbon Removal Partners 

 

 

2:30 Debate: Climate-related investing in the US is now un-investable 

This is an Oxford-style debate in which we’ll have two speakers for the proposition and two speakers against, with audience voting on their views at the 
start and at the end of the session. This session will also be off-the-record.  
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The political atmosphere has shifted considerably for sustainable investing since the start of the Trump administration’s second tenure in the White 
House. With the effective repeal of the Inflation Reduction Act and the passing of the ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’, and the resulting changes in tax incentives 
and subsidies, the viability of climate investment is being brought into question.  

In this debate, we explore this drastic policy shift and the resultant fallout for climate, decarbonisation and electrification investing; asking what the 
future of climate-related investing is likely to be in the US. Will it continue as a going concern, and if so, in what form?  

The debate session will explore questions such as:  

• Will the rush to create energy supply (for AI datacentres etc) take a sustainable course?  
• Are electrification-related investments facing too much political adversity to survive?  
• What climate investments are resilient and above the political tumult?  
• Which countries/regions are likely to benefits from a US pullback in climate?  

 
Chaired by Marieke Spence, Executive Director, Impact Capital Managers 

Speakers: 

• Bill Green, Managing Partner, Climate Adaptive Infrastructure 
• Jason Scott, Partner and Entrepreneur in Residence, Spring Lane Capital  
• Beth Bafford, CEO, Climate United 
• Alena Solonina, Partner & Co-Founder, CurvePoint Capital 

3:30 Closing remarks  

3:40 End of conference 


